


































There are fantastic employment opportunities for anyone with a keen interest in engineering. An increased demand for trained staff
means that career opportunities exist throughout the world, with many large machinery dealerships based in the United States, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.

Here in the UK, the Service Manager of one large North-West based dealership – with nine UK depots – commented how there has 
been a shortage of almost 200 trained engineers in the last few years, with some advertised vacancies being unfilled as a result of a 
lack of suitably qualified candidates.

Our study programmes are delivered by a highly qualified, dedicated 
and experienced teaching team, with strong support from leading 
industry partners. Employers are keen to employ Myerscough students 
as they have both the practical workshop skills and the managerial
expertise that they require.

Operator and
machine in harmony

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 3534 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Agricultural
Engineering

Resources
• State-of-the-art Engineering Centre housing an extensive fleet of
vehicles, tractors, field machinery and equipment

• Access to extensive laboratories, testing equipment and
commercial research and trials areas

• Three fully equipped engineering workshops complete with a 
wide range of maintenance equipment including diagnostic 
and test facilities

• Fully equipped welding facilities that include manual metal, ARC,
oxyacetylene and MIG and TIG welders

• A comprehensive Information Technology suite with 
computer aided design equipment and the latest machinery
management software

• An off-road vehicle test facility and demonstration area

Myexperience
From student to 
machinery specialist: 
I’ve always loved mechanisation but the thought of
moving from a completely unrelated discipline into the
industry was a daunting one that was made very easy
with the support of the staff at Myerscough College and
the world-class facilities on site. I completed my course
and progressed to a full time role at Gunn JCB where
my responsibilities included warranty, retail repairs,
servicing, fabrication and the managing and transport of
both new and used equipment. I’ve since been
promoted to Group Sales Co-ordinator.
It’s my dream job and Myerscough
helped me achieve it. 

Intermediate (Level 2) and 
Advanced (Level 3) Apprenticeships 
are available, covering a range of 
roles and occupations including 
management roles.

See pages 16-17 for information Agricultural engineering involves the development,
operation, maintenance and testing of highly
specialised agricultural machinery.

Students learn practical skills such as how agricultural
machines work, maintenance techniques, welding and
fabrication and machinery repair. Students also
undertake research into transmission systems and
engine characteristics, including performance testing
and emissions control, using the latest machinery
technologies and diagnostic equipment.

Our state-of-the-art Engineering Centre provides the
perfect environment for students to develop their
knowledge and mechanical expertise.



Agricultural
Engineering
BTEC Level 2 Diploma

The Level 2 Diploma is an excellent introductory study
programme for students wishing to further their knowledge of
agricultural engineering. It is extremely popular with school
leavers and provides practical knowledge and experience,
combined with the principles of machinery maintenance, basic
engineering and workshop practices.

Students learn the fundamentals of land-based engineering and
workshop practices as well as gaining an insight to the wider
land-based industries and working in a commercial
environment. Machinery construction, operation, maintenance
and repair are all included, to enable learners to carry out a
wide range of fundamental workshop tasks.

Additional units cover the principles of basic power units,
steering, braking and suspension systems. Students learn the
necessary skills to remove and replace a range of vehicle
components and systems, using tools and equipment safely.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Diploma qualification, the
agricultural engineering study programme also includes
industry-related work experience, the City and Guilds Level 2
Award in Tractor Driving, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more
information about English and maths study requirements.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in
engineering, technology and
machinery operations. 

Assessment
Assignments, practical
assessments, coursework
and tests. 

Progression
Level 3 Diploma suite in
Agricultural Engineering.

Career Opportunities
Trainee in the Machinery
Industry, Stores Person,
Trainee Sales Person, 
Trainee Service Engineer,
Machinery or Engineering
Apprenticeship.

Agricultural
Engineering
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma / Diploma

The Level 3 Diploma qualifications are popular options for
school leavers and young adults. They combine practical-
based skills with academic theory and classroom study. The
Subsidiary Diploma is a one-year, six-unit, study programme
broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two-year, 12-unit,
Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and ideal for progression
to Higher Education. Students who successfully complete the
Subsidiary Diploma can, if they wish, progress directly to the
second year of the Diploma.

In year one students learn about servicing engines, repairing
components, maintaining hydraulic systems and promoting
health and safety in the workplace. Additional units cover
operating and servicing clutch and gearbox transmissions,
chassis systems, undertaking workshop practices and
operating and servicing harvesting machinery.

Students who choose the two-year Diploma route can 
further their interests during the second year of their
programme. Units cover vehicle engine technology, land-based
diesel fuel injection systems and servicing and repairing
pneumatic systems and components. An investigative project
provides the opportunity to design, build and market an
innovative new product.

For students undertaking the Diploma programme, additional
practical skills will be gained during a period of work
experience. This enables students to learn additional hands-on
skills, and apply their theoretical knowledge, to enhance their
future employment prospects.

A range of additional qualifications are available to students
(some at additional cost), enhancing their employment
prospects. These may include training and assessment in 
ATV operation, tractor driving, introductory welding, manual
handling and abrasive wheel operation.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma is a two-year 18-unit study
programme. It is equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for
students who wish to develop a comprehensive overview of land-
based machinery maintenance, encompassing practical
techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring dedication
and hard work – whilst still delivering important practical skills.

The programme incorporates all 12 units from the two-year Level
3 Diploma (adjacent left), with students on the Extended Diploma
studying an extra three units each year. Additional units cover the
operation and servicing of field equipment (cultivation and
planting), fault diagnosis, inspection and repair, servicing and
repairing electrical systems, undertaking 4WD vehicle
maintenance (operation and recovery), fertiliser and chemical
application equipment and business management within the 
land-based sector (marketing, strategy and analysis).

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some at
additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects. These may
include training and assessment in ATV operation, tractor driving,
introductory welding, manual handling and abrasive wheel operation.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the agricultural
engineering study programme also includes industry-related
work experience, personal and course tutorials and our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions.

The Level 3 Extended Diploma prepares students for supervisory
and junior management positions in the industry. It is also a
perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to Higher
Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance on a range of degree courses here at Myerscough or at
other universities and colleges.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
2 years full-time.

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in
engineering, technology and
machinery operations.

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments, exams,
presentations and reports. 

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Technician, Machine
Operator, Machinery Sales
and Demonstrator, Army
Engineer, Contracting
Workshop Manager.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 3736 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Agricultural
Engineering
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the 
agricultural engineering study programme also includes
industry-related work experience, personal and course tutorials,
our innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and
additional classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE
qualification. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Diploma will enable
students to progress to Higher Education if desired, although
students seeking a more academic programme should also
consider the Level 3 Extended Diploma in Agricultural
Engineering which contains an additional six units compared 
to the Diploma.

Course Details

Location                         
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time 
(Subsidiary Diploma).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in 
engineering, technology and
machinery operations.

Assessment
Assignments, practical and
written assessments, exams,
presentations and reports. 

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Technician, Machine 
Operator, Machinery Sales
and Demonstrator, Army
Engineer, Contracting
Workshop Manager.



Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 39
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38 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Myexperience

Land and
Wildlife

The awareness of environmental issues increases daily. Local authorities and
central government are funding and developing environmental resources,
alongside new business start-ups with a conservation theme.

Many job opportunities exist within the conservation, gamekeeping, fisheries and
commercial sectors and potential employers include the RSPB, the Environment
Agency, The National Trust, English Nature, local authorities, local wildlife trusts
and private estates. Opportunities also exist for students to become self-employed,
developing countryside craft skills such as hedgelaying and drystone walling.

The management of land and water for the
conservation of flora and fauna, general
recreation, environmental education and urban
regeneration requires a blend of skills. These
include an understanding of ecological principles,
knowledge of management and the practical
ability to carry out conservation and management
techniques – from river catchment systems to
rural and coastal habitats.

• A dedicated four hectare conservation area and
countryside management zone

• A purpose built Agriculture and Countryside 
‘Rural Skills’ teaching centre with 
state-of-the-art facilities

• Off road driving course for developing skills 
with tractors, trailers and 4WD vehicles

• Boundary access to the Lancaster Canal 
• Armoury, rifle range and dog kennelling

• Facilities for trial work and research 
• A quality, stocked and maintained fishing lake 
on site, along with access to the Lancaster Canal
and the River Brock

• Game bird hatching and rearing facilities
• College game shoot which operates in the winter
and involves student participation

• Comprehensive field study equipment
• Machinery and estate management workshops

From student to conservationist:
Conservation is in my blood; I’m passionate about
conservation issues and the difference they can make
to the future of the countryside, so this course 
was an obvious choice for me. I won the college’s
prestigious Special Achievement Award at the end-of-
year awards ceremony and have just been offered the
position of Conservation & Landscapes Operative 
for the Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside
Wildlife Trust. I can now put into practice both the
theory and the hands-on practical
skills that I have learned – how
rewarding is that? 

Taking care
of the great
outdoors The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory

study programme for students wishing to further their knowledge
of the countryside and the environment. It is extremely popular
with school leavers, providing practical knowledge and
experience combined with an academic study of the scientific
principles of countryside and the environment.

The Technical Certificate study programme provides a broad
understanding of conservation, countryside studies, game
management and estate maintenance, with a view to
progressing to one of our Level 3 Diploma programmes, or to
start work in the industry.

Students undertake core units which cover conservation and
improvement of British habitats (habitat knowledge, factors that
affect wildlife, relationships between species and habitats),
practical landbased estate skills (fencing, hedgelaying, walling
and grounds maintenance), land-based machinery operations
and a work experience module within the industry.

Those students who wish to follow a game management route
can choose a series of units that cover firearms safety, pest and
predator control, game and deer species in the UK, maintenance
of game and deer populations and assisting with organised
shooting activities.

Those students who wish to follow a conservation route can
choose units that cover species identification and surveying,
environmental conservation of flora and fauna, land and
countryside use and countryside interpretation and recreation.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Technical Certificate, the land
and wildlife study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. 

Land and Wildlife
Management
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time.

Level
Intermediate.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in countryside
and the environment. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework 
and exams.

Progression
Level 3 programmes
in Land and Wildlife.

Career Opportunities
Assistant Gamekeeper,
Assistant to Countryside
Managers and Rangers.  

Game shooting is a vibrant and growing sport which contributes
to a dynamic and sustainable rural economy, acting as a
powerful force for the conservation of the rural British landscape
and the biodiversity of the countryside. It contributes £1.6 billion
to the British economy annually, provides the equivalent of
70,000 full time jobs and involves the management of two thirds
of the British rural land area.

British gamekeepers are sought-after the world over, and have 
a reputation for producing world class game shooting.
Myerscough College is proud that its former gamekeeping
students now actively manage huge areas of the British
countryside for game shooting, and that the basis of their
gamekeeping skills – such as pest and predator control and
game bird production – were taught and developed on the
Myerscough College estate.

Game management students engage in running the College
shoot, learning shooting skills, how to train and care for
gundogs, and the hatching and rearing of game birds, among 
a range of other game related subjects.



40 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592 Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 41

Land and Wildlife Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360) – Game or Conservation pathway
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)– Game or Conservation pathway

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma qualification is 
a popular option for school leavers, young adults and successful
Level 2 Diploma students. This two-year study programme is
equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for students who wish
to develop a comprehensive overview of countryside management,
encompassing practical techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. Students enjoy the wide variety of subjects
that are covered, with the programme having been designed to
develop and build knowledge and skills throughout the two-year
period. The programme incorporates all 12 units from the two-year
Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720) (adjacent),
with students on the Extended Diploma (1080) studying several
additional units each year.

Additional units on the habitat conservation route may cover the
principles of physical and biological environmental processes,
grassland management, coastal management (habitat
identification, threats, control and practical management) and
ecological concepts and application.

Additional units on the game management option may cover the
ecology of game species (identification, behaviour, habitats and
population management), the principles of game management
(physical influences, social and ethical arguments, laws and codes
of practice and organisations within the industry), undertaking shoot
management and working dogs.

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some
at additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects. These
may include training and assessment in ATV operation and practical
countryside skills such as the popular Deer Stalking Certificate.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the Land and
Wildlife study programme also includes industry-related work

experience, personal and course tutorials and our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions.

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma prepares
students for supervisory and junior management positions in 
the industry.

It is also a perfect foundation for students wishing to progress to
Higher Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff points towards
entrance on a range of degree courses here at Myerscough or at
other universities and colleges.

Land and Wildlife Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Diploma (540) – Game or Conservation pathway
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080) – Game or Conservation pathway

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time (540).
2 years full-time (1080).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in countryside
and the environment. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework 
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers a Foundation
Degree in Ecology and
Sustainable Land
Management with
progression to an Honours
Degree in Rural Resource
Management.

Career Opportunities
Countryside Ranger,
Gamekeeper, Reserve
Wardens, working on private
shoots and private estates,
and with organisations such
as the Forestry Commission.  

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
A keen interest in countryside
and the environment. 

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework 
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education 
degree courses.

Career Opportunities
Countryside Ranger,
Gamekeeper, Reserve
Wardens, working on private
shoots and private estates,
and with organisations such
as the Forestry Commission.  

The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular 
options for school leavers and young adults looking to develop 
a comprehensive overview of land and wildlife management. 
They combine practical-based skills with academic theory and
classroom study.

The Advanced Technical Certificate is a one-year study programme
broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst the two-year Diploma is
equivalent to two A Levels and ideal for progression to Higher
Education. Students who successfully complete the Advanced
Technical Certificate can, if they wish, progress directly to the
second year of the Advanced Technical Extended Diploma. 

Students can choose either to follow a “habitat conservation” 
or a “game management” route. Both options follow similar first
year units and provide a solid grounding in freshwater and 
wetland management, pest and predator control, estate skills, 
land-based machinery operations and the principals of wildlife
populations, ecology and conservation. An investigative project
provides the opportunity to research a specific topic related to
countryside management.

In year two the course further develops the necessary skills to
manage habitats such as woodlands, ponds and uplands. Specific
modules cover woodland management and fishery management,
deer management (species identification, behaviour and welfare),
gamebird production and the safe use of firearms. Students may
also be involved in running a Saturday shoot on the College estate
and in rearing pheasants for the College shoot. Students will also
complete a work experience placement in the countryside sector.

A range of additional qualifications are available to students (some
at additional cost), enhancing their employment prospects. These

may include training and assessment in Health & Safety, ATV
operation and practical countryside skills such as the popular Deer
Stalking Certificate Level 1 (DSC 1).

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the countryside
study programme also includes industry-related work experience,
personal and course tutorials, our innovative MyFuture career
planning sessions and additional classes in maths or English –
leading to a GCSE qualification. See page 18 for more information
about English and maths study requirements.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma will enable students to progress to Higher Education if
desired, although students seeking a more academic programme
should also consider the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma (1080) in Land and Wildlife, which contains additional
units, compared to the 720 option.









Level 3 Diploma Veterinary Nursing

Anyone wishing to undertake veterinary nursing training would
traditionally be employed in a veterinary practice that is an RCVS
registered Training Practice (TP). Students must also have five GCSE
passes at a minimum of grade 4/C including Maths, a Science and
English Language. The training is then arranged by the veterinary
practice and can be either self-funded or via the Apprenticeship
route. It lasts up to three years and includes written examinations,
practical examinations and assignments as well as maintaining
evidence of work in practice. Students attend College on either a day
release or block-release basis. Subjects include anatomy and
physiology, health and safety, surgical nursing and theatre practice. 

An equine veterinary nursing optional pathway is available in year two
of the block-release course. Students undertaking this route must be
employed at an equine training practice.

Myerscough also offers the opportunity for school leavers to enrol on
a two-year full-time Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma
programme in Animal Management (that focuses on animal nursing)
and includes the Level 3 award in the use of Veterinary Medicines.
This provides a background in animal care, science and nursing for
students looking to progress to either our Foundation Degree
Veterinary Nursing programme or to gain employment in practice as
a trainee nurse. Further information is on page 47.

For students who do not possess the required number of GCSEs it
is possible to train to become an Animal Nursing Assistant within a
Veterinary Practice. Employment can be at any veterinary practice,

not necessarily a Training Practice. The role of an Animal Nursing
Assistant involves working with the nursing staff in all areas of the
practice. It also includes general husbandry of a variety of species.

Student Animal Nursing Assistants usually undertake a minimum of
twelve months training on a correspondence course basis, with a
final exam and a portfolio of work in practice. Once qualified, it is then
possible to progress and undertake Veterinary Nursing training, as
long as students are working at a registered Training Practice and
possess either GCSE qualifications at grade 4/C in Maths and
English Language (or equivalent qualifications) or Functional Skills.

Higher Education Degree Route

The only alternative way to start a career in veterinary nursing is to
study for a three-year Foundation Degree in Veterinary Nursing. This
course includes placement experience within a veterinary practice.

To be considered for the degree course, students would typically be
aged 18 or over and have studied A Levels (including a biological
science) or a relevant National Diploma, Level 3 Diploma or Level 3
Extended Diploma qualification (eg Animal Management).
Applicants must also have 160 hours of work experience in a small
animal veterinary practice prior to starting the course and have
achieved 5 or more GCSEs at grade 4/C including Maths, a Science
and English Language.

More information is available in our University Centre’s Higher
Education Degree Course prospectus.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 4948 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Resources

Myerscough School of Veterinary Nursing has been an established provider of
education and training for veterinary nurses for more than 40 years, and was granted
approval from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons in 1975. In this time the
College has successfully taught many small animal and equine student nurses from all
parts of Britain and Europe. 

The College’s state-of-the-art Veterinary Nursing Training Centre opened in autumn 2013
and provides excellent teaching and research facilities:

• A fully-equipped small animal operating theatre

• A radiography and dark room with ancillary equipment and ultra-sound scanner

• Anatomical, topographical and resuscitation models

• A suite of isolation and veterinary examination rooms

• Animal rehabilitation wards

• A range of housing units for different species of animals

Useful Contact

Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons

Belgravia House, 62-64 Horseferry Road, London SW1P 2AF

Tel: (0207) 222 2001   www.rcvs.org.uk/lifelong-learning

For more information about Veterinary Nursing training, 
click on the Animal Owners link and then navigate to the
Veterinary Careers section. 

Veterinary
Nursing

Veterinary Nurses (VNs) work alongside veterinary
surgeons and provide a high standard of care and
treatment for animals. This can include skilled
supportive care for ill animals as well as undertaking
minor surgery, monitoring animals during
anaesthesia, providing medical treatments and
carrying out diagnostic tests under veterinary
supervision. Veterinary nurses also play an important
role in the education of owners with regard to good
standards of patient care.

Excellence in practice,
with superb career prospects









The Level 1 Diploma study programme is designed for 
students who want to follow a ‘hands on’ practical route in horse
care. A passion for horses is transformed into a meaningful
qualification. No formal exam qualifications are needed and the
programme covers a wide range of practical skills required
when working with horses. These include everyday stable yard
duties, feeding, grooming and handling of horses (leading,
catching and turning out), fitting and removing horse clothing
and tack as well as basic riding skills and techniques.

The Level 1 Diploma study programme includes industry-
related work experience, personal and course tutorials, our
innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and additional
classes in maths and/or English – leading to either GCSE or
Functional Skills qualifications. 

The study programme is designed so that students can
progress at their own speed while learning the basics of the
subject. Additional support can be made available through our
Inclusive Learning team.

This qualification provides a foundation of study from which
students can progress to an Intermediate qualification such as
the Level 2 Technical Certificate in Horse Care.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus. 
Liverpool: Croxteth Park. 

Duration  
1 year full-time.

Level 
Foundation.

Entry Requirements 
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements 
A basic ability in 
handling horses.

Assessment 
Practical assessments,
coursework and tests. There
are no formal examinations.

Progression 
Level 2 Technical Certificate
in Horse Care.

Career Opportunities 
Groom, Stable Hand.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 5756 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Horse Care
EQL Level 1 Work Based Diploma

The Level 2 Technical Certificate is an excellent introductory
study programme for students wishing to further their
knowledge of the equine industry. It is extremely popular with
school leavers and students progressing from the Level 1
Diploma in Horse Care. The programme provides practical
knowledge and experience, combining this with an academic
study of the principles of horse care. Your stable management
and riding skills will also be developed.

Students undertake eight mandatory units, covering routine
stable duties (cleaning stables, preparing bedding and daily
checks on horses), feeding and watering horses (including
basic rations, nutrition and dietary requirements), health and
safety, equine health, horse handling/grooming and lungeing.

There are also several optional units within the programme,
tailored to your riding ability – from non-rider through to
experienced rider. These include horse behaviour, riding horses
under supervision, riding and exercising horses and preparing
for transportation. 

All students are required to undertake weekend practical duties,
one weekend in four.

In addition to obtaining the Level 2 Technical Certificate, the
study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials, our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions and additional classes in
maths and/or English - leading to either GCSE or Functional
Skills qualifications. See page 18 for more information about
English and maths study requirements. 

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration 
1 year full-time.

Level 
Intermediate.

Entry requirements     
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements  
Confidence and
independence in handling,

leading, mounting and 
riding horses.

Assessment 
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Level 3 Certificate and
Diploma suite in Equine
Management.

Career opportunities
Groom, Stable Hand.

Horse Care
City and Guilds Level 2 Technical Certificate

My-Tack equestrian shop



The Level 3 Advanced Technical qualifications are popular
options for school leavers and young adults. They combine
practical-based skills on the yard with academic theory and
classroom study. The Advanced Technical Certificate is a one-
year study programme broadly equivalent to one A Level, whilst
the two-year Diploma is equivalent to two A Levels and ideal for
progression to Higher Education. Students who successfully
complete the Advanced Technical Certificate can, if they wish,
progress directly to the second year of the Diploma.

In year one students learn about equine health (including
preventative care and animal treatments) and the selection and
fitment of horse tack and equipment (bridles, saddles,
martingales, training aids, bandages, rugs and boots). Various
grooming techniques are taught, including washing, trimming,
plaiting and clipping. On a practical level students are taught a
range of techniques in riding and exercising horses – on the
ground, over jumps and on the open road (subject to riding
ability.) Students wishing to undertake the riding options are
expected to be able to work towards BHS Stage 2 level.

Students who successfully complete the one-year Advanced
Technical Certificate can progress to complete the Technical
Extended Diploma during their second year. Additional units
cover riding horses on the flat (using training exercises to
improve flatwork), equine feeding, equine nutrition and
becoming familiar with the art of working young horses from the
ground (and backing and training of young horses), with the

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 5958 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

goal to produce sound riding horses. Students also learn
about the biological systems of horses, horse rehabilitation
and therapy, the principles of equitation and organising an
equine event.

All students undertake stable and yard management duties on
a rota basis, one day per week. In addition, all students are
required to undertake weekend practical duties, one weekend
in four during term time. These start at 9.00am and finish at
4.00pm. Students are also required to undertake a period of
equine-related work experience at an external establishment
during the academic year.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the equine
study programme also includes personal and course tutorials,
our innovative MyFuture career planning sessions and
additional classes in maths or English – leading to a GCSE
qualification. See page 18 for more information about English
and maths study requirements. The College also actively
encourages students to enter for the appropriate level of British
Horse Society qualification.

Successful completion of the Level 3 Extended Diploma (720)
will enable students to progress to Higher Education if desired,
although students seeking a more academic programme
should also consider the Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended
Diploma (1080) in Horse Management which contains
additional units compared to the Diploma.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration 
1 year full-time (Certificate).
2 years full-time (Diploma).

Level   
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
Proficiency in handling 
and leading horses and
confidence and
independence in mounting
and riding horses.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Many students
progress to Myerscough
College’s Foundation
Degrees in Equine Science
or Equine Management.

Career Opportunities
Stable Yard Supervisor,
Competition Groom, Event
Supervisor, Work Rider, Stud
Supervisor or Retail/Business
administration.

Horse Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Certificate (360)
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (720)

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma qualification
is a popular option for school leavers, young adults. This two-
year study programme is equivalent to three A Levels and is
designed for students who wish to develop a comprehensive
overview of horse care and equine management,
encompassing practical techniques and technical skills.

The units studied have a strong academic focus – requiring
dedication and hard work – whilst still delivering a range of
important practical skills. Students enjoy the wide variety of
subjects that are covered, with the course having been
designed to develop and build knowledge and skills throughout
the two-year period.

The programme incorporates the majority of the units from the
two-year Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma
(adjacent), with students on the Extended Diploma studying
several additional units each year. (Students enrol initially on a
one-year ‘Technical Diploma (540)’ qualification and then,
subject to successful completion, progress to the next units –

achieving the Extended Diploma (1080) at the end of their
second year.) The additional core units in the first year include
horse behaviour and welfare and a study of the biological
systems of horses.

During the second year the additional core units include the
principles of horse fitness and business management in the
land-based sector. Optional units include competition
grooming, undertaking a specialist project, riding horses over
fences and equestrian coaching.

All students undertake stable and yard management duties on
a rota basis, one day per week. In addition, all students are
required to undertake weekend practical duties, one weekend
in four during term time. These start at 9.00am and finish at
4.00pm. Students are also required to undertake a period of
equine-related work experience at an external establishment
during the academic year.

In addition to obtaining the Level 3 qualification, the equine
study programme also includes industry-related work
experience, personal and course tutorials and our innovative
MyFuture career planning sessions.

The Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma prepares
students for supervisory and junior management positions in
the industry. It is also a perfect foundation for students wishing
to progress to Higher Education – offering up to 168 UCAS Tariff
points towards entrance on a wide range of degree courses here
at Myerscough or at other universities and colleges. 

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.
Liverpool: Croxteth Park.

Duration 
2 years full-time. 

Level
Advanced.

Academic Entry
Requirements
See pages 18 and 19.

Additional Course
Requirements
Proficiency in handling 
and leading horses, 
and confidence and
independence in mounting
and riding horses.

Assessment
Practical assessments,
assignments, coursework
and exams.

Progression
Higher Education degree
courses. Myerscough
College offers Foundation
Degrees and Honours
Degrees in Equine Science
or Equine Management. 

Career Opportunities
Stable Yard Supervisor,
Competition Groom, Event
Supervisor, Work Rider, Stud
Supervisor or Retail/Business
administration.

Horse Management
City and Guilds Level 3 Advanced Technical Extended Diploma (1080)



This qualification is a pre-requisite for entry onto the Farriery
Apprenticeship. It delivers the foundation skills required for using
and maintaining basic blacksmith’s tools, operating a forge
safely and introducing the practical blacksmithing techniques of
forging, forming, cutting and joining.

This intensive course is primarily for those students who wish 
to develop a career in farriery or blacksmithing as well as those
who wish to develop forging skills in conjunction with existing
professional abilities such as engineers or metalwork artists.

The qualification is recognised throughout the UK and is a
compulsory requirement for any student wishing to undertake 
a Farriery Apprenticeship.

Course Details

Location
Preston: Bilsborrow campus.

Duration
12 weeks.
The course runs three times
each year, in September,
January and April.

Level
Intermediate.

Entry Requirements
5 GCSEs at 9-4 (formerly 
A-C) including English
Language, Maths and a
science for those applicants
looking to progress to a
farriery apprenticeship.
Applicants must also 
attend an interview and
Forge Assessment.

Additional Course
Requirements 
A keen interest in 
pursuing a career as a 
farrier or blacksmith.

Assessment
Multiple choice online test,
portfolio of work and 
practical exam.

Progression
Farriery Apprenticeship
(Level 3 Farriery).

Career Opportunities
Students passing this course
will have the qualification to
become an apprentice farrier.

Visit one of our monthly Advice Mornings or our Summer Open Day. Check the website for details. 61

Resources

60 Detailed course factsheets are available from www.myerscough.ac.uk or by calling 0800 652 5592

Myexperience

Farriery

Modern farriers must have knowledge of the anatomy of horses’ feet and legs,
be able to work alongside vets, manage and handle horses, understand and
meet the needs of clients and successfully run their own business. 

A farrier should not be confused with a blacksmith. A farrier works with 
horses but needs training in blacksmithing in order to make the shoe properly. 
A blacksmith works with iron but only a farrier is permitted to shoe horses.

Farriery, or the shoeing of horses, is an ancient craft
that sees you preparing and treating the foot of a
horse in order for it to receive a shoe. Farriery is hard
work and you will often deal with animals that may
be fractious and in distress.

A farrier is a skilled craftsperson with a sound
knowledge of both the theory and practice of the
craft, capable of shoeing all types of feet, whether
normal or defective and making shoes to suit all
types of horse and their working conditions. 

• Three farriery workshops, each with a floor area of
approximately 200m2

• 32 coke forges and associated anvils, leg vices and
hand tools

• A full range of additional equipment for blacksmithing,
farriery and metalworking

• 52 horses of various sizes, breeds and standards

• A full range of equine facilities (see page 54)

• Tiered seating demonstration area

• Farriery van with seating for four apprentices

• Small pony stud with access to young stock
for trimming

• Weekly visits to Lancashire Constabulary
Mounted Division to shoe police horses

From student to Registered Farrier
It may be an age-old-craft, but Myerscough’s approach to
teaching farriery and the facilities available on the course
are definitely up to the minute. It’s much more than being
a blacksmith; you need to know about horses, their
anatomy and how to handle them before you can make
and fit their shoes. I completed my apprenticeship at the
College and was proud to be one of only five apprentices
from that year to receive the Diploma from the Worshipful
Company of Farriers with a ‘Distinction’, and the first
woman to receive the Mike Seckington prize for the best
practical shoeing. Since then I’ve established my own
successful farriery business – I’m my own boss, with a
trade that’s always in demand. I’m also really pleased to
be back at Myerscough part-time,
teaching theory and practical farriery
to the current apprentices and the
farriers of the future.

An ancient
craft... yet a
thoroughly
modern trade There is only one way of becoming a farrier and that is to

complete the recognised Farriery Apprenticeship. 

The apprenticeship lasts four years – working for an
Approved Training Farrier and undertaking block release
training and assessment at Myerscough College to achieve
the Level 3 Trailblazer in Farriery (work-based), in
preparation to undertake the Worshipful Company of
Farriers (WCF) Diploma in Farriery.

The Level 2 Certificate in Forgework is a pre-requisite for the
Farriery apprenticeship.

Useful Information

To register as an Apprentice Farrier you must
have the following:

• A registered and qualified Approved Training Farrier (ATF)
willing to employ you as an apprentice for four years.

• 5 GCSEs at 9-4 (formerly A-C) or above to include Maths,
English Language (or equivalent) and a science.

• Completed the Level 2 Certificate in Forgework.

Further information about careers in farriery is available from:
The Farriers Registration Council www.farrier-reg.gov.uk
The Worshipful Company of Farriers www.wcf.org.uk

Farriery
Level 2 Certificate in Forgework




















































